I0                             STORM   OVER  THE   LAND
fleeced customers learned later that the dice had been loaded; of automatic
machinery slightly guided by human hands producing shoes, fabrics,
scissors; of the animalism of the exploitation of man by man North and
South; of the miscellaneous array of propertied interests in the North which
would stand to lose trade and profits, land titles, payments of legitimate
debts, through a divided Union of States; of the clean and inexplicably
mystic dream that lay in many humble hearts of an indissoluble Federal
Union of States; of the certainty that the new Republican-party power at
Washington would be aimed to limit extension of slavery and put it in the
course of ultimate extinction; of the 260,000 free Negroes in the South
owning property valued at $25,000,000; of the Southern poor white lacking
the guarantees of food, clothing, shelter, and employment assured the Negro
field hand; of Northern factory workers paid a bare subsistence wage, lacking
security against sickness, old age, unemployment while alive and funeral
costs when finaEy dead; of the one-crop Cotton States* heavy dependence
on the Border Slave States and the North for food supplies, implements,
and clothing; of the Cotton States* delusion that New England and Europe
were economic dependents of King Cotton; of the American system having
densely intricate undergrowtlis, old rootholds of a political past, suddenly
interfered with by rank and powerful economic upshoots.
Thus might run a jagged sketch of the Divided House over which Lincoln
was to be Chief Magistrate. At his home in Springfield, Illinois, and on his
way to Washington to be sworn in, Lincoln kept silence on what he would
do as President. 'Will he start a ware* and "Wtat can he do that will not
bring wars* were questions asked everywhere. And in his eleven-day
journey across Northern States, stopping in key cities and facing immense
crowds, he refused to give out any parts of his inaugural address telling what
he would do. Discussion raged and roared as to what he meant by telling
the Ohio State Legislature, 'There is nothing going wrong... nobody is
suffering anything*. The powerful New York Herald in an editorial advised
Lincoln to resign in favour of a more 'acceptable* man, otherwise he would
'totter into a dishonoured grave... leaving behind him a memory more
execrable than that of [Benedict] Arnold*.
Lincoln humbled himself and bowed low before what was to come. *I
cannot but know what you all know, that without a name, perhaps without
a reason why 1 should have a name, there has fallen upon me a task such as
did not rest even upon the Father of his Country.* What kind of a President
would he make? How would he handle the storm? So people asked over
the land. They knew he had come up the hard way. But now would he, or
could any other man, be hard enough to meet this storm and not be swept
!YV ifc?